GOD’S PLAN FOR SAVING US
God’s Grace – Ephesians 2:8
God’s Love and Mercy – Ephesians 2:4
Christ’s Blood Shed — Romans 5:9-11
The Gospel — Romans 1:16
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lives made new through baptism into Christ
and we continue to live each day renewed in
the Spirit, the angels rejoice over us. What an
encouraging thought!
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“And they overcame him by the blood of the
Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and
they did not love their lives to the death.
Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who
dwell in them!” (Rev. 12:11-12a)
LADIES BIBLE CLASS NOTE:
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tomorrow night are asked to bring 10 Christmas cards to class signed as follows: Ladies
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by Ed Sterchi
Ever wonder what causes the angels in heaven to shout for joy?
There are several instances of angels proclaiming joy, and they all
seem to have a common thread.
The first instance of the heavenly host expressing joy is during the
creation of the heavens and the earth. Recounting the incident, God
tells Job that when it happened, “the morning stars sang together, and
all the sons of God shouted for joy” (Job 38:1-7). Most Bible scholars
agree that the morning stars and sons of God are in reference to angels, who apparently were created prior to the earth. So in this instance, we see the angels being joyous because of God using His creative powers to make something that had never existed before.
Let’s look at another instance of the angels showing joy. When the
proper time came (Gal. 4:4), God sent His Son to be born of the human
race. It is at this time in announcing the birth of the Messiah to the
shepherds that angels proclaimed it a time of “great joy” (Luke 2:814). So here the angels express praise and joy at the coming of the
Christ-child, the God-Man, Jesus. As in the creation, they are expressing joy over something that had never before existed.
There is one more instance I can find in the Bible of the angels expressing joy – and this one directly involves us. In Luke 15:10 we are
told that “there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one
sinner who repents.” Seeing a sinner come to God and becoming a new
creation brings great joy to the angels.
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Who is Saved, Who is Lost?
by David Pharr
God has not put the sentencing of the
wicked, nor the rewarding of the righteous, in
our hands. It would be folly for us to presume
to decide the eternal destinies of those who
have died and who now await the just and
merciful judgment of God. No doubt there
will be many saved whom men thought were
lost, and many lost whom men thought were
saved. One thing is certain, however, and
that is that God will judge everyone without
respect of persons according to their deed
and His written Word.

Having acknowledged the above, however, let us also recognize that it is our place
to work with the living to apply the Scriptures
that sinners might be shown they are lost and
how they can be saved. We have nothing to
do with judging the dead, but we have everything to do with warning and instructing the
living. This is the purpose of gospel preaching. And it is the duty of the church and every Christian to teach the gospel to others.
Paul said that in his preaching Christ he was
“warning every man, and teaching every man
in all wisdom…” (Colossians 1:28).
What things are sinful, what things
cause a person to be lost, are not determined
by human opinion. God has spoken on these
matters and we need not hesitate or be timid
about naming sin and its’ consequences.
Likewise, the Bible plainly shows what is necessary for salvation. There is no need for
ambiguity. We can tell people plainly what
they must do to be saved and to stay saved.
At the same time we must not leave them
with a false hope if they refuse to obey God.
Notice that Jesus stated it plainly both ways

in Mark 16:15-16. Those who properly respond to the gospel are saved. Those who do
not are damned.
The practical meaning of this is that we
must apply the Scriptures with “great plainness of speech” (2 Cor 3:12). Loving tactfulness is important, but ambiguity with the gospel is a crime! What justification can there
possibly be for letting a sinner think he is
right before God, or for letting someone think
religious error is acceptable, or of leaving an
unfaithful brother comfortable in his backsliding? Ephesians 4:15 instructs us to speak the
truth in love. It is wrong to teach the truth
without love. But it is also wrong to love without teaching the truth—the truth which the
person we love needs to hear (see Acts
20:20, 26-27, 31).
The fact is, therefore, that we do not
usurp the Divine Judge when we use the
Scriptures to determine who is saved and
who is lost. Our own personal judgment in
such matters is, to say the least, worthless.
But the warnings, requirements, and promises of the Bible do not represent our own personal judgment. Who could question whether
the “Judge of all the earth” has the right to
say who will be saved and who will be lost?
Who can deny that we have the right (and
obligation) to plainly show these warnings,
requirements, and promises to every man?
“For we must all appear before the judgment
seat of Christ, that each one may receive the
things done in the body, according to what he
has done, whether good or bad. 11 Knowing,
therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade
men; but we are well known to God, and I
also trust are well known in your consciences.” (2 Corinthians 5:10-11)

