GOD’S PLAN FOR SAVING US
God’s Grace – Ephesians 2:8
God’s Love and Mercy – Ephesians 2:4
Christ’s Blood Shed — Romans 5:9-11
The Gospel — Romans 1:16
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Believe - Acts 16:31; Mark 16:15-16
Repentance — Luke 13:3
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Be baptized for remission of sins —
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Revelation 2:10; I John 1:7-10
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Like so many other things, education
can be good or bad, depending on what
(or lack thereof) makes one neither more nor less trustworthy. We ought
not
denigrate it.
Many of the Corinthians considered
themselves quite educated. After all, Corinth was a Greek city, and the Greeks put
much stock in their philosophers. Philosopher is a compound word meaning “lover
of wisdom.” Truly, as Paul wrote, “Greeks
seek after wisdom” (1 Corinthians 1:22).
Unfortunately, most of them were so enthralled with the wisdom of men that they
rejected the wisdom of God.
Nine times in First Corinthians the inspired apostle tweaked those selfprofessed wise folks with rhetorical questions: “Do you not know . . . ? 3:16; 5:6; 6:3,
9, 15, 16, 19; 9:24). Without going into the
specific items of knowledge Paul mentioned, let us see two things about these
questions:
First, Paul clearly implies that worldlywise people do not necessarily know what
they need to know. For all the education
the Corinthians may have had relative to
human philosophy and wisdom, they didn’t know (or refused to accept) the divine
wisdom that would enlighten them about
living so as to glorify God and be saved
eternally. With bold irony, Paul challenged
them repeatedly: “Do you not know?” You

Corinthians, who are so wise and wellversed in philosophy – how can it be that
you do not know these things?
Second, Paul’s questions tell us that it
is, indeed, possible to know the truth. The
popular approach in religion today says
that the best we can do is formulate an
opinion. Speculation, guess-work, and
“maybe” rule the day. One who answers,
“I know . . .” (especially in religious matters) is quickly written off as an egotist and
a kook. But Jesus said we can and will
know the truth (John 8:32). Paul’s repetitious questions, “Do you not know . . .” express his disappointment. He had taught
these people! They ought to have known
already! Their lack of knowledge was all
the more remarkable in light of their high
opinion of their own wisdom.
Whether the world considers you
“educated” or not, you need the wisdom
that comes from God through His word.
That is the truth that will make you free!
- Joe Slater, Justin, TX

Getting Even With Evildoers
How can you hope to get ahead of
someone as long as you keep trying to
get even with him?
If you must get even, try to get even with
those who have helped you in some way.
Revenging it makes you even
with him; forgiving it sets you above him.
- selected

