GOD’S PLAN FOR SAVING US
God’s Grace – Ephesians 2:8
God’s Love and Mercy – Ephesians 2:4
Christ’s Blood Shed — Romans 5:9-11
The Gospel — Romans 1:16
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From all eternity, God purposed to make His wisdom known by estab‐
lishing the church (Eph. 3:1011). Isaiah foresaw this magniﬁcent body and
described it in the second chapter of his book.
First, notice its glory! “Now it shall come to pass in the latter days that
the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established on the top of the
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills” (2:2a). The church is the
house of God (1 Tim. 3:15), the spiritual Mount Zion (Heb. 12:22). Being
established on the top of the mountains and exalted above the hills indi‐
cates its glory. And the church is, indeed, glorious, having “no spot, wrin‐
kle, or any such thing” (Eph. 5:27) Second, see its universality: “And all
nations shall ﬂow into it” (Isa. 2:2b). The church isn’t American or Europe‐
an or African or Asian. It isn’t Jewish or Gentile. Jesus wants his gospel
preached to everyone in all nations (Matt. 28:19; Mk. 16:15). Peter learned
that “in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is ac‐
cepted by Him” (Acts 10:35).
That introduces the third point: those comprising the church are
taught and obedient. “He will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His
paths” (Isa. 2:3). One is not a Christian by birth, but by the New Birth,
which requires faith and obedience. One is spiritually begotten by spiritu‐
al seed (God’s word, 1 Pet. 1:23). The new birth is completed in baptism
(immersion) as one obeys “from the heart that form (pattern) of doctrine to
which you were delivered” (Rom. 6:17). It is here that one identiﬁes with
the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ (Rom. 6:3‐4).
‐ Joe Slater Justin, TX

NEWS & NOTES. . .
REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Years ago when the ﬁnal payment was
made on an installment loan, the bank would
stamp in large letters on the original applica‐
tion “Paid in Full!” In this electronic age I don’t
know if ﬁnancial institutions still do that, but
even if we don’t get a piece of paper with the
“Paid in Full!” stamp on it, when a loan is ﬁnal‐
ly paid oﬀ, it sure feels good. Making that ﬁnal
payment and having a debt “Paid in Full!” is
just plain exciting.
FRIENDS AND COMMUNITY

.
SKY REHAB IN BG
John Carter is now in SKY Rehab room
403B after surgery on his left hip. He has 3
1/2 hours of physical & occupational therapy daily and all is looking good.
PRAY FOR MISSIONS WE SUPPORT
Nepal and Bangladesh - Michael Brooks
The Barnabas Journey - Ed Bass

Jean Turner
HIGHLAND RIDGE ASSISTED LIVING
SIGNATURE HEALTH CARE
JoAnn Wallace

their deep gratitude.

Jesus told a story about a man who owed
such a huge debt that he could never have paid
it oﬀ (Matthew 18). I mean he owed a man mil‐
lions of dollars, and that was in the 1st century!
When the debt came due, all the man could do
was fall on his knees and beg for mercy. Try
that at your bank. It doesn’t work. But that
time the unheard of happened. The man felt
sorry for the one who owed him so much and
stamped the parchment (or whatever) “Paid in
Full!” He cancelled the entire debt! The bal‐
ance was now $0.00. If that had been you, how
grateful would you have felt?
And that’s just about money. We owe a debt
that we can never pay. Even if we have millions
of dollars, billions of dollars, we could never
pay the debt we owe. It simply is not within
our power to pay oﬀ our debt because our debt
is not about something as frivolous as money.
Our debt involves sin, which by nature makes
us objects of God’s wrath (Ephesians 2:3). And
yet, because of the love and mercy of God, our
enormous debt can be stamped “Paid in Full!”
I said “can be” because not everyone’s sin

debt will be cancelled. The other day I heard
someone say that, although everyone will die
with their debt of sin entirely paid, how sad it
is that most will die without having their per‐
sonal debt cancelled by Jesus (Matthew 7:13‐
14). The cross has the potential power to can‐
cel every sin committed by every person who
has or will live on this earth. Unfortunately,
only a relatively few will accept the oﬀer of
forgiveness and obey the gospel to access this
grace. While the cross “Paid in Full!” the sins
of everyone, only those “in Christ” (see Gala‐
tians 3:26‐27) receive the actual cancellation of
the debt of sin: “in him we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in ac‐
cordance with the riches of God’s grace that he
lavished on us …” (Ephesians 1:7‐8). I dare say
that no one would refuse to have their mort‐
gage paid oﬀ by doing something as equally
simple as God oﬀers us to have our sin debt
“Paid in Full!” by obeying the gospel. It is
shocking what we will do for a few dollars and
won’t do for forgiveness of sins!
But for those of us who do see the bigger
picture, for those of us who do know that sav‐
ing our souls by the blood of Jesus is the most
important thing we can accomplish in this life,
how very grateful we should be that Jesus was
willing and able to cancel our debt and mark it
“Paid in Full!” We cannot thank Him enough.
But we can keep Him the focus of our present
life and the hope of our future life. And we can
do whatever we can to help as many other
people come to know the awesome blessing of
the cross.
‐via BulletinGold Vol 18 #11

