GOD’S PLAN FOR SAVING US
God’s Grace – Ephesians 2:8
God’s Love and Mercy – Ephesians 2:4
Christ’s Blood Shed — Romans 5:9-11
The Gospel — Romans 1:16
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Believe - Acts 16:31; Mark 16:15-16
Repentance — Luke 13:3
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After I spoke at a public high school on the prolife position, the pro-choice instructor took me to
the faculty lounge for lunch. He pointed to a table
where four teachers were smoking and said,
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in here. We’ve finally gotten the district to
make the teachers’ lounge nonsmoking.”
Good-naturedly I said, “I see you’re not really
pro-choice.”
With a surprised look, he explained, “But cigarette smoke hurts other people.”
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“For thou didst form my inward parts: Thou didst
cover me in my mother’s womb. I will give thanks
unto thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully
made: Wonderful are thy works; And that my
soul knoweth right well.” -
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“There was a certain man in Caesarea
called Cornelius . . . a devout man and
one who feared God with all his household, who gave alms generously to the
people and prayed to God always” (Acts
10:2, NKJV).
If you aren’t being good, repent –
quickly! And bring forth the fruit of repentance by mending your ways. God
wants you to be good. Of that there is no
doubt.
But is “being good” all God requires?
If ever there was a “good” man, Cornelius
certainly was. As to “goodness,” few, if
any, of us could hold a candle to him. He
was a “devout” (i.e. religious) man. And
he directed his devotion toward the right
object: he “feared God” (i.e. he held God
in reverence). Not only that, but he led
his household in that same worshipful
devotion. Then our text tells us he “gave
alms generously to the people.” While
Cornelius was a Gentile, his charity was
directed toward Jews (“the people” is
used in contrast to the Gentiles). Finally,
Cornelius “prayed to God always.”
What a good man! God Himself took
note of him: “Your prayers and your alms
have come up for a memorial before
God” (Acts 10:4). So Cornelius must have
been saved, right? No, that would be
wrong! God’s holy angel told him to
“send men to Joppa , and call for Simon
whose surname is Peter, who will tell you
words by which you and all your household will be saved” (Acts 11:13-14). Good
as he was, Cornelius was lost! Unlike so

many today, however, Cornelius wasn’t
trusting in his own goodness. When Peter taught him the gospel, he believed
and obeyed (Acts 10:44-48).
Jesus taught that many sincere,
“good,” religious people will be lost on
Judgment Day. “Many will say to Me in
that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in
Your name, and done many wonders in
Your name?’ And then will declare to
them, ‘I never knew you: depart from Me,
you who practice lawlessness!’” (Matthew
7:22-23).
Doing His will includes being “good”;
but goodness won’t cleanse you from
sin. Only Jesus’ blood can do that when
you, like Cornelius, believe and obey the
gospel, and then “walk in the light” with
Jesus (1 John 1:7).

How to Settle It
When people disagree about how
many ounces or pounds something
weighs, they can settle the matter by using a scale, the standard of authority.

When people disagree about what is
right and wrong in religious matters,
they should settle the matter by using
the Bible, the standard of authority.
— David Sain
“Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word
is truth.” JOHN 17:17

