GOD’S PLAN FOR SAVING US
God’s Grace – Ephesians 2:8
God’s Love and Mercy – Ephesians 2:4
Christ’s Blood Shed — Romans 5:9-11
The Gospel — Romans 1:16

Believe - Acts 16:31; Mark 16:15-16
Repentance — Luke 13:3
Confession — Romans 10:10
Be baptized for remission of sins —
Acts 2:38; I Peter 3:21
Be faithful, committed, walk in light —
Revelation 2:10; I John 1:7-10
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I suppose you’ve seen those obnoxious insurance commercials insisting that you should switch to that company because you’ll only pay
for what you need. Unless your name is Rip Van Winkle, you know that
all insurers let you select the coverage you want. If your vehicle has no
loan against it, you aren’t required to have full coverage. Not exactly
news, right?
How does “only pay for what you need” apply to our relationship
with God? Just how much religion do you need, and what will it cost
you?
Some would say they don’t need much at all. “I’m a good person. I
don’t drink or cuss or smoke or . . . (you extend the list as far as you
like). So why would I need religion?” Let us be reminded: “There is none
righteous, no, not one” (Romans 3:10). I doubt that you’re any better
than Cornelius (Acts 10), who needed to hear “words by which you and
all your household will be saved” (Acts 11:14). Cornelius needed full coverage; so do you!
As to what it will cost you, the premium is astronomical. If you had
all the money in the world, you couldn’t start to commence to begin to
make a down-payment on the interest! Fortunately for us, Jesus paid
the price for our redemption: His blood (1 Peter 1:19).
There is a sense, however in which it will cost you everything. Jesus
said, “Whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My
disciple” (Luke 14:33). We’re not talking dollars-and-cents here. We’re
talking about dedication and willing surrender to the will of Christ – not
half-hearted lip service, but genuine commitment to the Lord.
Jesus paid for everything you need. Do you mean it when you sing,
“I surrender all”?
- Joe Slater, Justin, TX

NEWS & NOTES. . .
The plan now for
is to start IV
chemo again on Thursday and then continue
every other week as she is able; Lisa Schuler;

Joyce Dye;

Tune in to WLOC-FM on Sunday mornings to
hear our radio broadcast: at 101.7 FM or 1150
AM or from their webpage: wlocoline.com
8:30-8:45 a.m. Words of Truth - Billy Bybee
8:45-9:00 a.m. Truth In Love - Wayne Hatcher
Also GBN (Gospel Broadcasting Network) may
be seen on Ch. 113 locally on SCRTC cable
24/7

PRAY FOR MISSIONS WE SUPPORT
Nepal and Bangladesh - Michael Brooks
The Barnabas Journey - Ed Bass
SIGNATURE HEALTH CARE HORSE CAVE
Jenny Thompson Rm. 102 JoAnn Wallace

Becky Hatcher Rm. 106 (for rehab)

Jean Turner

Bob Toohey (Shady Grove)

Good Advice
When you hear a kind word spoken
about a friend, pass it along (Proverbs
3:27; Galatians 6:10). If it’s a negative
word, keep it to yourself.

elective. The last one is mandatory; it cannot
be rejected or avoided. Do not jump down
the page to number 5. Read and think about
What is a talent? How many do you have? the others, in the order listed.
According to the dictionary, a talent is a speIt doesn’t really matter
cial ability, and no doubt this is the way most
how
“talented”
you
are
if you are not availapeople use the word today. Whenever they
read or hear the word talent, they assume it ble. There are people who could do many
means ability. That often leads them to make things, but you can’t get them to do much.
an improper application of “the parable of So, are you available to do whatever you can,
whenever you are called upon?
the talents” that Jesus told (Mt. 25:14-30).
. Some accept assignThe talents in that parable are not abilities
but rather sums of money entrusted to serv- ments but you never know if they will actualants whose abilities were known and appreci- ly follow through and do what they agree to
ated by their master (just read verse 15 for do. Are you reliable? Can you be depended
the point about ability, and then read verse upon to do what you say you will do?
27 to notice that the talent here was money).
. Someone has said that it
The
isn’t just how well you start but how long you
o use one’s abilities in the service last that really counts. How long will you last?
of the master. The point for us: God knows How long can you be depended upon? Will
our abilities and gives each of us opportuni- you give up when the going gets tough, or
ties to use them in His service. The money will your see the job through to the end, as
and other resources one has constitute only long as you are able?
one of the opportunities God gives him for
. Enthusiasm! How enthusiservice in the kingdom of Christ. The principle
“Ability Plus Opportunity Equals Responsibil- astic are you? Is service a burden or a joy?
ity” applies to service of any and every kind.
For the moment let us put aside the parable (do not forget the principle) and talk
We are responsible,
about talents as abilities, and ask the question again: How many do you have, and how whether we accept it or not. When the Masare you using them? Ability alone does not ter returns, every one of us will have to give
make one acceptable in the Lord’s service. an account of our service, and the Master will
Nor does opportunity alone mean one is ap- respond appropriately to each one. And that
proved by the Lord. Only when ability is ap- is what the parable of the talents is all about.
plied to opportunity and results in service can
Perhaps we should ask about one more.
one really expect approval from God. If you
want to be sure you are using your talents
properly, you will need to develop some other important characteristics. Here is a list of
five abilities: the first four are optional or

