GOD’S PLAN FOR SAVING US
God’s Grace – Ephesians 2:8
God’s Love and Mercy – Ephesians 2:4
Christ’s Blood Shed — Romans 5:9-11
The Gospel — Romans 1:16

Believe - Acts 16:31; Mark 16:15-16
Repentance — Luke 13:3
Confession — Romans 10:10
Be baptized for remission of sins —
Acts 2:38; I Peter 3:21
Be faithful, committed, walk in light —
Revelation 2:10; I John 1:7-10
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NEWS & NOTES. . .
by Randy Reagan

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Jim Mears; Martha Russell;
Janice Sue Bybee;

Many years ago I was working with a
congregation where one of the members
had formerly been the county chairman of
a particular political party. Nationally, the
party was going through a difficult time
and he wanted to insure that I would not
be bringing “politics” into the pulpit. It is
something I would think that many who
stand in pulpits or teach in classrooms
struggle to determine: “How do I separate
Biblical teaching from the political happenings in our society?”

FRIENDS AND COMMUNITY

Jesus taught us how. The Pharisees
were plotting how they could entangle
Jesus in His own words to destroy Him.
They asked Jesus, “Is it lawful to pay taxes
to Caesar, or not?” (Matt. 22:17) Jesus
“perceived their wickedness” and had
them bring a coin with which the taxes
would be paid. Jesus asked them whose
inscription was on the coin. When they
replied “Caesar’s,” He said, “Render therefore to Caesar those things that are
Caesar’s and to God those things that are
God’s.” (Matt. 22:21) Jesus drew a clear
line.

PRAY FOR MISSIONS WE SUPPORT
Nepal and Bangladesh - Michael Brooks
The Barnabas Journey - Ed Bass
EXPRESSING OUR SYMPATHY
We share sorrows with the family of Brenda
Marr who passed away July 5. She is the
sister of our Michael “Sonny” Dye (Joyce).
Her funeral was on Tuesday at Brooks Funeral Home. The church here provided a meal
for the family afterwards in our Annex.
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Some people can’t tell a lie, some can’t tell the
truth, and some can’t tell the diﬀerence.

One of Satan’s ploys against Christians is to try to blur the lines so we are
confused about where we should stand on
Biblical issues by mixing them into a
“political” arena. Friends, the topics of
abortion (Prov. 1:10-16), homosexuality (1
Cor. 6:9), same sex “marriage” (Gen. 2:24),
gambling (Eccl. 5:10; 1 Tim. 6:10), prostitution (1 Cor. 6:9), drunkenness (1 Cor. 6:10),
and obeying the laws of the land (Rom.
13:1-7) are not political issues.

However, for a preacher or teacher of
the gospel to present purely political views
as somehow being scripture or binding
because they have a certain political persuasion or belief is error and has no place
in the pulpit OR the Bible classroom. I
never find an instance in the Bible that indicates that part of the message of the
Gospel directs someone on how they
should vote based on political beliefs or
allegiance. A person’s belief on economics, taxes, the application and interpretation of our Constitution, or even the interpretation and application of our country’s
laws are NOT scriptural issues to be addressed or bound as God’s law. God did
give the Jews a civil as well as a spiritual
law in the Old Testament, but God has not
given us a civil law to obey today beyond
our obligation to obey the civil laws we
live under as Christians. (Titus 3:1; 1 Pet.
2:13-15).
“Render therefore to Caesar those things
that are Caesar’s and to God those things
that are God’s.”

