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GOD’S PLAN FOR SAVING US 
 

God’s Grace – Ephesians 2:8 
God’s Love and Mercy – Ephesians 2:4 
Christ’s Blood Shed — Romans 5:9-11 
The Gospel — Romans 1:16 

      

Believe - Acts 16:31; Mark 16:15-16 
Repentance — Luke 13:3 
Confession — Romans 10:10 
Be baptized for remission of sins —     

 Acts 2:38;  I Peter 3:21 
Be faithful, committed, walk in light —   
  Revelation 2:10;  I John 1:7-10 

That these and 
other blessings may be yours is our prayer. 

Let Us Never Take Our Spiritual Let Us Never Take Our Spiritual Let Us Never Take Our Spiritual Let Us Never Take Our Spiritual     
Freedom For Granted Freedom For Granted Freedom For Granted Freedom For Granted  

by Mike Riley 

  As we celebrate this 4th of July with fami-

ly and friends, we rejoice and are thankful for 

the many freedoms we have in our country 

that are many times taken for granted. 

 Similarly, we rejoice in the spiritual free-

dom we have by faith in the sin-canceling 
death of Jesus, but do we realize at least to 

some small degree the price He paid? Have 

we become so familiar with the gospel that we 

sometimes fail to appreciate what our free-

dom from sin cost our Savior? (cf. Isaiah 53:5-

6; Romans 4:25; 1 Peter 2:24). 

 On this Independence Day (and every 
day), let us as followers of Christ, be truly 

grateful to Jesus for all He has sacrificed in or-

der to set us free from certain spiritual death 

[eternal separation from God] – (Romans 5:12; 

Romans 6:23; Isaiah 59:1-2; cf. Romans 5:6-11). 

 No matter what else may be demanding 

our attention this day, let us take the time to 
remember the unpayable debt we owe Him.we owe Him.we owe Him.we owe Him. 

Gone is all my debt of sin, 

A great change is bro’t within, 

And to live I now begin, 

Risen from the fall; 

Yet the debt I did not pay 

Some one died for me one day, 

Sweeping all the debt away, 

Jesus paid it all.  

—S. W. Beazley  
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NEWS & NOTES... 

a regi-
ment of chemotherapy (by infusion) and pre-
scription medication;  It sure was great seeing 
Margie Gentry at services Wed. night for the 
first time in a long time;  

PRAY FOR MISSIONS WE SUPPORTPRAY FOR MISSIONS WE SUPPORTPRAY FOR MISSIONS WE SUPPORTPRAY FOR MISSIONS WE SUPPORT    
Nepal and Bangladesh - Michael Brooks  
The Barnabas Journey - Ed Bass 

Jean Turner       Bob Toohey (Shady Grove)         

BARREN COUNTY HEALTHCAREBARREN COUNTY HEALTHCAREBARREN COUNTY HEALTHCAREBARREN COUNTY HEALTHCARE    

SIGNATURE HEALTH CARE HORSE CAVESIGNATURE HEALTH CARE HORSE CAVESIGNATURE HEALTH CARE HORSE CAVESIGNATURE HEALTH CARE HORSE CAVE    
Jenny Thompson  Rm. 102      JoAnn Wallace  

Tune in to WLOC-FM on Sunday mornings to 
hear our radio broadcast: at 101.7 FM or 1150 
AM or from their webpage: wlocoline.com  
8:30-8:45 a.m.  - Words of TruthWords of TruthWords of TruthWords of Truth        - Billy Bybee   

8:45-9:00 a.m. - Truth In Love Truth In Love Truth In Love Truth In Love -Wayne Hatcher 

Also Gospel Broadcasting Network may be 
seen on Ch. 113 locally on SCRTC cable.   

This Wed. evening July 8 will be the second 
lesson in our Summer Series.  Darrell Wallace 
had an excellent lesson to start us last week.  

Our next speaker is Marty Edwards, minister 
with the Munfordville Church of Christ. See 
front of this Bulletin.  

 

The Devil Is Trying To Divide The Devil Is Trying To Divide The Devil Is Trying To Divide The Devil Is Trying To Divide 
Us Us Us Us     

The nature of God is love (1 John 4:8).  He 

expects His people to be characterized by 

love (John 13:34-35). Thus, anything that is 

not of love but is associated with hate is of 

the devil and not of God (1 John 3:8-15). 

The nature of God is peace (Phil. 4:6-9).  

He expects His people to be characterized 

by peace (Rom. 12:14-21). Thus, anything 

that is not of peace but is associated with 

discord is of the devil and not of God (Jas. 

3:13-18; Prov. 6:16-19). 

The nature of God is unity (Eph. 4:4-6). He 

expects His people to be characterized by 

unity (1 Cor. 1:10; Phil. 4:2).  Thus, anything 

that is not of unity but is associated with di-

vision is of the devil and not of God (1 Cor. 

3:1-4). 

The nature of God is truth (Deut. 32:4).  

He expects His people to be characterized 

by truth (Eph. 4:15; 3 John 3-4). Thus, any-

thing that is not of truth but is associated 

with lies is of the devil and not of God (John 

8:44). 

These four divine qualities ought to help 

us to put what is happening in our culture 

into perspective.  How much of what we see 

is of God?  How much is of the devil?  If we 

allow the things of this world to come into 

the church, hijack the church and even di-

rect the affairs of the church, it is certain that 

the devil is behind it and working to divide 

the church.  Here are three dangerous 

symptoms to guard against. 

The devil is trying to divide us when we 

turn inward with fear instead of outward 

with faith.  If the circumstances around us 

turn our faith into fear, that is not of God (2 

Tim. 1:7-12).  Though the outward circum-

stances of the early Christians were dread-

ful, they still “went everywhere preaching 

the word” (Acts 8:4).  Does that (could that) 

describe us? 

The devil is trying to divide us when we 

focus on the color of skin instead of the im-

age of God.  Being concerned about any 

element of someone’s outward appearance 

is not of God (1 Sam. 16:7).  Every person on 

earth, without exception, is made in the im-

age of God (Gen. 1:26-27), and it is not his 

nationality that matters but whether he 

seeks the Lord and does His will (Acts 10:34; 

17:26).  The color of skin does not matter in 

Christ (Gal. 3:28). 

The devil is trying to divide us when we 
engage in accusing our brethren rather 
than serving our brethren.  It is easy, per-
haps, to allow a “root of bitterness” to 
spring up between brethren and “cause 
trouble” (Heb. 12:14-15).  But the very same 
context that warns us to not “bite and de-
vour one another” also commands us 
“through love [to] serve one another” and 
to “love your neighbor as yourself” (Gal. 
5:13-15). 

The nature of God is love, peace, unity 
and truth. He expects those same qualities 
to characterize His children.  May God help 
us to not allow the devil to divide us…ever! 

 

Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the 
devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking 
for someone to devour.  I Peter 5:8 


