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by Joe Slater

We sometimes sing a song with the
same title as this article. It points out that
we’ve been born again, we love each other, we belong to Christ, and we’re headed
home together. How wonderful!
Think about this: we really are part of
the family! We don’t just visit once in a
while. The Lord’s church is a family – the
“house (family) of God, which is the
church of the living God” (1 Timothy
3:15). As Christians, we “are no longer
strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the
household of God” (Ephesians 2:19).
Christians are brothers and sisters of the
same Heavenly Father (2 Corinthians
6:18).
As a part of God’s family, you do not
just “visit” your fellow-Christians. Two
things spring to mind. First, some brothers and sisters act like visitors because
their attendance is so sporadic. When
they happen to show up, their presence is
unexpected and surprising (like having
company drop in). Certainly we’re thrilled
to see them, but we can’t count on them
to be here next time we meet.
Family members are expected to be
“home” on a regular basis. Generally, they
do not have to be begged, cajoled, wheedled, and otherwise pressured to come
home. When they are absent for prolonged periods for no compelling reason,
the rest of the family naturally becomes
concerned.
Second, even some Christians who

attend on a regular basis behave more
like visitors than family members. They do
not pitch in to help with the work (not
just in the assembly, but throughout the
week). Rather, they expect others to wait
on them, fuss over them, check on them,
and pat them on the head. Just fail to
pamper them, and watch the fur fly!
These have not learned what Jesus
taught: “For even the Son of Man did not
come to be served, but to serve” (Mark
10:45a).
Most families expect every member
to do his/her part of the necessary tasks
to keep the household running smoothly.
Even so, every Christian ought to welcome opportunities to serve, rather than
looking for reasons to be offended because “they didn’t treat me right.”
Likening the church to a human body,
Paul said that “the whole body [is] joined
together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which
every part does its share” (Ephesians
4:16).
Christian, how blessed you are to be
part of God’s family! Don’t just visit once
in a while – come ‘home’ regularly, and
participate in the family activities. You’ll
be happier, the church will grow, and our
God will be glorified!
^^^^^^^^

A. W. Tozer wrote, “When you kill me,
remember that it has no resurrec on.”
The Bible urges us to redeem me (Ephesians
5:16; Colossians 4:5). No one understood the
use of me be,er than our Lord. He declared,
“I must work the works of Him Who sent Me
while it is day; the night comes, when

no man can work” (John 9:4).
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