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GOD’S PLAN FOR SAVING US 
 

God’s Grace – Ephesians 2:8 
God’s Love and Mercy – Ephesians 2:4 
Christ’s Blood Shed — Romans 5:9-11 
The Gospel — Romans 1:16 

      

Believe - Acts 16:31; Mark 16:15-16 
Repentance — Luke 13:3 
Confession — Romans 10:10 
Be baptized for remission of sins —     

 Acts 2:38;  I Peter 3:21 
Be faithful, committed, walk in light —   
  Revelation 2:10;  I John 1:7-10 

That these and 
other blessings may be yours is our prayer. 

 

for today March 22 

READ SCRIPTURE 

OFFICIATE LORD’S TABLE  

 

  Vol. 52                                         Number 12 

Facebook Website 

An Honest Prayer An Honest Prayer An Honest Prayer An Honest Prayer     
A little boy was overheard praying: “Lord, if 
you can’t make me a better boy, don’t worry 
about it. I’m having a real good time like I 
am.” 

Somewhere To BelongSomewhere To BelongSomewhere To BelongSomewhere To Belong    
by David Bragg  

    A doctor was enjoying lunch in a room full of people. With-
out a word he slowly got up and walked out of the room. No 

one there was aware of the danger this doctor was facing until 

his lifeless body was discovered a few minutes later. A morsel of 

food had lodged in his windpipe, and he choked to death 

(David Gibson, The Challenger, Carbondale, IL). 

     What makes this story even sadder is the fact that this doctor 

was eating lunch in a room filled with other doctors any one of 

whom could have likely saved his life. He didn’t ask. 

     The church consists of the saved.  We know what it is like to 
languish in sin.  We know what it is like to be redeemed.  We 

know what it is like to have a place where we belong: the 

church.  It is here that we can serve, encourage, and bear one 

(Acts 20:28), we are 
family (1 Tim. 3:15). 

    The Christian who belongs to the world has turned his back 
on the marvelous gifts of God.  He is like that doctor who died 

in solitude while those who were willing and able to help stood 

by unaware.  Because of what Jesus has done for us, we love 

and care for each other and share the Good News with those 

yet lost in sin.  In Jesus they can find a place to belong now and 

forever. 



 

 

NEWS & NOTES... 

PRAY FOR MISSIONS WE SUPPORTPRAY FOR MISSIONS WE SUPPORTPRAY FOR MISSIONS WE SUPPORTPRAY FOR MISSIONS WE SUPPORT    
Nepal and Bangladesh - Michael Brooks  
The Barnabas Journey - Ed Bass 

Jean Turner       Bob Toohey (Shady Grove)         

BARREN COUNTY HEALTHCAREBARREN COUNTY HEALTHCAREBARREN COUNTY HEALTHCAREBARREN COUNTY HEALTHCARE    

SIGNATURE HEALTH CARE HORSE CAVESIGNATURE HEALTH CARE HORSE CAVESIGNATURE HEALTH CARE HORSE CAVESIGNATURE HEALTH CARE HORSE CAVE    
Jenny Thompson  Rm. 102      JoAnn Wallace  

 Jeff Arnette 

 What is the difference between a diamond 
and a gold nugget? The most obvious differ-
ences are visual. One looks clear and the other 
is yellow in color. The biggest differences are 
not visible but material. One is soft, malleable, 
while the other is hard, able to cut through 
almost anything. Both can be shaped into 
amazing and beautiful jewelry but each is dif-
ferent in their own special ways. 

    So, it is with the church. Each of us is unique 
and special in our own ways. While the differ-
ences are often easily seen, the differences run 
much deeper. We are all unique, special, and 
valuable and have all been gifted by our God 
with special talents, abilities, and meant to 
benefit His church and people in vastly differ-
ent ways. 

    The point that I want to emphasize to you is 
that like that diamond or nugget of gold, we 
are not meant to be the same. Understanding 
this is vital to our success and our relationships 
within the church. We are not supposed to be 
the same or do the same things. Some of are 
gifted evangelists but some of us are not. 
Some of us are gifted encouragers but some 
of us are not. Some of us are gifted listeners, 
always there to listen and support someone 
else, but some of us are not. Some of us are 
leaders, teachers, singers, thinkers, and dream-
ers. We cannot expect everyone to think or act 
just like one part of the body of Christ. It’s un-
realistic, unscriptural, and just not fair to ex-
pect everyone to be the same. 

    Beginning in 1 Corinthians 12:12, Paul speaks 
of this glorious truth. We are one body with 
many members and if one part should feel like 
they are not valuable or needed in the body 
because they don’t look like or do the things 
that another part of the body does that 

doesn’t mean they are not needed. It doesn’t 
mean they are not a faithful part of the body. 
It is unfair to expect the hand to be like the 
eye or the foot to be like the ear. The old say-
ing goes, “if you judge a fish by his ability to 
climb a tree, it will spend its life feeling like a 
failure.” The same is true in the church. If you 
judge everyone by your standard of what 
faithfulness is or what everyone should be do-
ing, some are going to excel while the rest are 
made to feel like failures. 

     In vs. 21, Paul attacks this problem from the 
opposite perspective. If a person, a part of the 
body looks at another part of the body and 
declares they are not good enough, not faith-
ful enough because they are not doing what 
you are doing. You have judged your brother 
or sister by a standard you set and placed ex-
pectations on them that God never intended. 
In fact, Paul says, those parts of the body you 
think insignificant and unimportant because 
their God given talents are not like yours are 
indispensable. God placed them in the body 
and has given them talents per His will, not 
ours. 

     The goal of God is that we will all be a vital 
and connected part of the body. That there 
will be no divisions in the body so that all of us 
are honored for our contributions without be-
ing made to feel like we don’t measure up. 
Our goal is not to be like everyone (Mark 14:3-
9) else but to use the gifts and talents God has 
given us to the best of our ability for His glory. 

     We are all valuable, gifted by God, and vital 
to the success of the church. Don’t ever think 
that because you are not passionate about the 
same thing or gifted like someone else you are 
inferior to them and don’t unfairly expect oth-
ers to be like you. We need everyone, with 
their special talents, experiences, and gifts. 
God’s perfect plan is never wrong. 


