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GOD’S PLAN FOR SAVING US 
 

God’s Grace – Ephesians 2:8 
God’s Love and Mercy – Ephesians 2:4 
Christ’s Blood Shed — Romans 5:9-11 
The Gospel — Romans 1:16 

      

Believe - Acts 16:31; Mark 16:15-16 
Repentance — Luke 13:3 
Confession — Romans 10:10 
Be baptized for remission of sins —     

 Acts 2:38;  I Peter 3:21 
Be faithful, committed, walk in light —   
  Revelation 2:10;  I John 1:7-10 

That these and 
other blessings may be yours is our prayer. 
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   Old Bill was quite a strange fellow who fell victim to a rare mental 
disorder, the — a condition in which the affected per-
son holds the delusional belief that he or she is already dead. One 
morning he awoke thoroughly convinced that he was dead! His wife did 
her best to persuade him that he was still very much alive, but he clung 
to the delusion that he was dead. Bill’s children and grandchildren all 
had a go at convincing the old fellow that he was still in the land of the 
living, but he point-blank refused to believe it. He knew that he was 
dead and nobody would persuade him otherwise. 

     

     Taking down his medical books, he used them to illustrate the irrefu-
table scientific fact that dead people do not bleed. After about an hour 
he asked, “So Bill, do you agree that dead men don’t bleed?” “Of 
course,” agreed Bill, “everybody knows that!” “And do you still insist that 
you are dead?” “Doc, I’ve told you a thousand times, I’m as dead as a 
doornail.” At this point the psychiatrist took a pin and suddenly jammed 
it into Old Bill’s thumb. Immediately a trickle of blood leaked out. “So, 
what do you think now!” said the psychiatrist triumphantly. “Well, I’ll be 
a blue-nosed gopher,” Bill exclaimed, “dead men do bleed!”  

   



 

 

NEWS & NOTES... 

PRAY FOR MISSIONS WE SUPPORTPRAY FOR MISSIONS WE SUPPORTPRAY FOR MISSIONS WE SUPPORTPRAY FOR MISSIONS WE SUPPORT    
Nepal and Bangladesh - Michael Brooks  
The Barnabas Journey - Ed Bass 

Jean Turner       Bob Toohey (Shady Grove)         

BARREN COUNTY HEALTHCAREBARREN COUNTY HEALTHCAREBARREN COUNTY HEALTHCAREBARREN COUNTY HEALTHCARE    

SIGNATURE HEALTH CARE HORSE CAVESIGNATURE HEALTH CARE HORSE CAVESIGNATURE HEALTH CARE HORSE CAVESIGNATURE HEALTH CARE HORSE CAVE    
Jenny Thompson  Rm. 109      JoAnn Wallace  

A ChildA ChildA ChildA Child’’’’s Changing Eyess Changing Eyess Changing Eyess Changing Eyes    

David R. Ferguson

  The Apostle Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 
16:13 [NAS], “Be on the alert, stand firm in the 
faith, act like men, be strong.” 

    Stand firm. Thirteen times this phrase ap-
pears in the New Testament. Twelve times it 
was written by Paul, and the other one by the 
Apostle Peter. 

    I imagine there are many people today 
who will be offended by such a statement as 
“stand firm in the faith” and “act like men.”  
But the truth is the Holy Spirit of God, Who 
inspired Paul to write these words, isn’t inter-
ested at all in politically correct speech or 
thought. He isn’t concerned about whether 
or not someone’s feelings or sensibilities are 
offended. 

is the condition and salvation of 
our souls. 
    You see, Jesus wants soldiers in His army. 
He wants people to be committed truly to 
Him, and He expects men to be men. Paul 
also writes, "You therefore, my son, be strong 
in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. The things 
which you have heard from me in the pres-
ence of many witnesses, entrust these to 
faithful men who will be able to teach others 
also. Suffer hardship with me, as a good sol-
dier of Christ Jesus. No soldier in active service 
entangles himself in the affairs of everyday 
life, so that he may please the one who enlist-
ed him as a soldier." (2 Timothy 2:1-4 [NAS]) 

    
. He doesn’t want people, especially 

men, to leave Him just because the going 
gets a little bit rough. This is why He Himself 
said, “No one, after putting his hand to the 
plow and looking back, is fit for the Kingdom 
of God” (Luke 9:62 [NAS]). 
    Standing firm in the faith and standing fast 
in the grace of God are key to maintaining 

one’s salvation. Paul reminded Timothy, 

this you will ensure salvation both for 
yourself and for those who hear you”  (1 Tim-
othy 4:16 [NAS]). 

    Finally, James, the Lord’s brother, tells his 
readers that the ultimate prize awaits all who 
stand firm to the end. He writes, “Blessed is a 
man who perseveres under trial; for once he 
has been approved, he will receive the Crown 
of Life which the Lord has promised to those 
who love Him” (James 1:12 [NAS]). 

    Stand firm, be alert and on the watch, act 
like men, and be strong in all that you do, 
regardless of the slings and arrows which our 
great enemy Satan fires in 

Please DonPlease DonPlease DonPlease Don’’’’t Confuse Me . . .   t Confuse Me . . .   t Confuse Me . . .   t Confuse Me . . .   from page 1 
preconceived notions and foregone conclu-
sions. The attitude exhibited was “I know what 
I believe—I’ve made up my mind, so don’t 
confuse me with the facts!” 

    Brothers and sisters, let’s fight against such 
tendencies—especially regarding spiritual 
truth—and be receptive to what God has 
clearly indicated in His Word; whether by dec-
laration, command, example, or necessarily 
implication. When we ascertain what God has 
said about any matter, we may have confi-
dence that what He says is accurate and true. 
As Jesus prayed for His disciples, He asked of 
His Father, “Sanctify them through the truth; 
your Word is truth” (John 17:17). 

    I love the attitude, “If God said it, that set-
tles it.” This is the attitude every Christian 
should take when it comes to learning, loving 
and obeying God's inspired and inspiring 
Word.            By Johnny Hester 


