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GOD’S PLAN FOR SAVING US 
 

God’s Grace – Ephesians 2:8 
God’s Love and Mercy – Ephesians 2:4 
Christ’s Blood Shed — Romans 5:9-11 
The Gospel — Romans 1:16 

      

Believe - Acts 16:31; Mark 16:15-16 
Repentance — Luke 13:3 
Confession — Romans 10:10 
Be baptized for remission of sins —     

 Acts 2:38;  I Peter 3:21 
Be faithful, committed, walk in light —   
  Revelation 2:10;  I John 1:7-10 

That these and 
other blessings may be yours is our prayer. 
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   Once there was a small town on the edge of a large forest.  In 
the forest lived a large herd of wild pigs. These hogs would ravage 
the villagers’ crops, gardens, and yards. Finally the townsfolk had 
enough, so they formed a band of men to hunt the hogs. But they 
found that the wild pigs were smart and wily.  So they called on a 
famous hunter to help them.   

  When he arrived with his supplies and announced his plan of 
action, they were quite surprised. Here’s what he did: First, he put 

. After several days, he noticed the 
hogs 

and, of course, the hogs came back.  After 
a few more times of this, he put up fence posts around the corn. In 
a few days, he then added the wire.  A few more days of this and 
he then added the gate.  Finally one morning, while the pigs were 
greedily eating the corn, he sneaked up and simply closed the 
gate. When the villagers complimented him on his brilliance, he 
shrugged his shoulders and said, “Those hogs were mine the day 
they ate their first mouthful of corn.”   

  We need to be warned of Satan’s devices (cf. 2 Cor. 2:11), and 
one of them is getting us accustomed to sinning. We may think 
when we sin that it doesn’t seem harmful, or that we will not get 
caught, or that we can stop anytime – but what we may not realize 
is that while we habitually sin and justify it, Satan is building a fence   
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Roy Allen Crutcher 

"And Jesus came to them and spake unto them, 
saying, All authority hath been given unto me 
in heaven and on earth" (Matt. 28:18 ASV).    

  In a recent episode of North Woods Law 
the officers detained two ATV riders for rid-
ing in forbidden areas of government wet-
lands. When confronted with their illegal 
actions their response was, "We didn't 
know. There should be signs posted where 
we are not supposed to ride." The officer's 
response was, "The trails are marked where 
you are allowed to ride."   

   I was immediately reminded of a re-
sponse often offered by those who think 
that "anything goes" regarding religion.: 
"The Bible doesn't say not to."    

   One of the fundamental understandings 
that many people seem not to grasp is that 
when directions are given for what is al-
lowed, it is usually understood that every-
thing else is disallowed.    

   When trails are marked where ATV's 
are allowed it is understood that if there are 
no signs permitting riding then you cannot 
ride where there are no signs.    

   Most parents have experienced this 
with their children. For example, you give 
your child a twenty dollar bill with instruc-
tions to go to the store and purchase a loaf 
of bread. Three hours later the child returns 
with the bread and no change. "What took 
so long and where's my change?" "Well I 
took in a movie and I also purchased candy 
and drinks." "But I told you to get bread!" 
"But you didn't say not to buy other things."    

  It all boils down to a matter of authority, 

and recognizing who has that authority. 
Many are the examples given to us in God's 
word. For example, in Genesis 6 God told 
Noah to build an ark of gopher wood. In 
specifying what type of wood to use, He did 
not have to list all other types and tell Noah 
not to use those. The command was specific 
and excluded all other types of wood.    

   Understanding and following the direc-
tions of one having authority is vital to do-
ing things the right way. It would have 
saved the ATV riders from paying a fine. 
More importantly, as it relates to our salva-
tion, recognizing God as the only authority, 
and following His dictates, will save us from 
eternal condemnation.   

   The lesson is clear: Stay on the trail that 
is marked by the one having authority.  


