GOD’S PLAN FOR SAVING US
God’s Grace – Ephesians 2:8
God’s Love and Mercy – Ephesians 2:4
Christ’s Blood Shed — Romans 5:9-11
The Gospel — Romans 1:16

A Weekly Publication of the

Horse Cave
CHURCH OF CHRIST

for today Jan 5
READ SCRIPTURE
OFFICIATE LORD’S TABLE

Believe - Acts 16:31; Mark 16:15-16
Repentance — Luke 13:3
Confession — Romans 10:10
Be baptized for remission of sins —
Acts 2:38; I Peter 3:21
Be faithful, committed, walk in light —
Revelation 2:10; I John 1:7-10

Sunday:
Wednesday:
Church Webpage:

120 Cave Street
Horse Cave, KY 42749
TIME OF SERVICES (
:
Worship 11 AM & 5 PM

That these and
other blessings may be yours is our prayer.

Wayne Hatcher

Focused on Christ - Thankful for our Salvation - Glorifying the Lord - Serving through Love - Preaching Christ to the World

Horse Cave
Church of Christ

Vol. 52

Number 1

Email:

Rex & Doris Wallace

church@horsecavecoc.
com

(270)

SHEPHERDS:

120 Cave Street
Horse Cave, KY 42749

DEACONS:

Wayne Hatcher
wayne@
horsecavecoc.com

ASSOCIATE
PULPIT MINISTER
Mike Thompson
miket@scrtc.com
Facebook

Website

piece of wisdom to his son: “Life is like riding a bicycle. To
keep your balance, you must keep moving.”
moving.” The wisdom that Einstein
passed on to his son, is wise and practical for us as well.
As followers of Christ, we understand that by faith in the Lord, we can
keep moving ahead, even through painful and trying circumstances
(Philippians 3:13-15; Philippians 4:12-13; ). However, sometimes when we
experience a personal moral failure, we lose our balance and fall. Our
regret and feeling of unworthiness of God’s forgiveness may keep us
down, no longer desiring to move ahead in our spiritual life.
The Bible gives us many examples of folks who experienced serious
personal moral failure. For example, the Scriptures tell us that Abraham
lied to Pharaoh about his wife, Sarah (Genesis 12:11-17). Jacob deceived
his father to acquire Esau’s blessing (Genesis 27:18-29). Moses disobeyed
God by “striking” the rock instead of “speaking” to it (Numbers 20:7-12).
However, despite all of their failures, God‘s word tells us that, “all
these …..obtained a good testimony through faith” (Hebrews 11:39).
fell, they got up, dusted themselves off, and began
to follow God again by doing His will.
Have we lost our spiritual balance through a sinful choice, which is
keeping us down?
Let us get up, dust ourselves off, and maintain our spiritual balance in
this upcoming New Year, by sincerely repenting (2 Corinthians 7:8-11),
asking God to forgive us (1 John 1:9), and then keep on following the
God of second chances (James 1:19-25).
- - Mike Riley
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER
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GOSPEL RESPONSE
We rejoice that Theron Shultz responded to
the Lord’s invitation Wed. evening asking
for forgiveness and our prayers desiring to
be restored to a proper relationship with
the Lord.
OUR SYMPATHY
to the family of Charlene Brangers who
passed away Sunday night. She is the sister
of our Joyce (Sunny) Dye.
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PRAY FOR MISSIONS WE SUPPORT
Nepal and Bangladesh - Michael Brooks
The Barnabas Journey - Ed Bass
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It might seem strange that the first
bulletin article of 2020 deals with fear,
but many people struggle this time of
year with this emotion. As they face a
New Year, they might fear health issues
or job uncertainty. Some simply fear failing in the resolutions they have made.
There is a sense in which some fear is
a good thing. Fear is a natural instinct
that, at times in life, keeps us from dangers that could truly harm us.
We also know, however, that the Bible speaks of certain types of fear in a
negative light. These fears and anxieties
are the types of things that draw our
trust away from God, and that let the
things of this world have a hold on us
that is simply not right.
Psalm 56 was penned at a time when
David was fighting to overcome fear.
Near the outset of that poem, he stated
that he had “an attacker” (verse 1) and
that his enemies were trampling him “all
day long” (verse 2). It would have only
been natural and understandable to have
a certain level of fear in those circumstances! (For the historical background to
this poem, read 1 Samuel 21:8-15).
How can we overcome such fear? In
the midst of the poem, David wrote,
“When I am afraid, I put my trust in you.
In God, whose word I praise, in God I

trust; I shall not be afraid. What can flesh
do to me?” (verses 3-4)
Those beautiful and faith-filled lines
give us three steps to help in overcoming
fear.
Step 1: Trust God. Often, when we
fear, it is because we begin to take our
eyes off of God and His unending
power. We need to trust Him, no
matter what enemies and struggles we
face. After all, He is the only One who
is truly Almighty!
God. We
Step 2: Lift Up the Word of God
need to have God’s Word in our
hearts before difficulties come, so we
can rely on its precious promises when
we face times of discomfort. It offers
us “comfort,” among so many other
things (see Romans 15:4).
Limitations.
Step 3: Remember Human Limitations
“What can flesh do to me?” Enemies
may have certain advantages, but they
are still just flesh, as we are. Even if
they completely take away our life,
what victory have they really won?
They cannot cost us our soul unless
we let them.
Fears will come, even in this New Year.
How we face them and overcome them
God, or will you
let fears get the best of you?
*******
“For God hath not given us the spirit of
fear; but of power, and of love, and of
a sound mind.” 2 Timothy 1:7

