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GOD’S PLAN FOR SAVING US 
 

God’s Grace – Ephesians 2:8 
God’s Love and Mercy – Ephesians 2:4 
Christ’s Blood Shed — Romans 5:9-11 
The Gospel — Romans 1:16 

      

Believe - Acts 16:31; Mark 16:15-16 
Repentance — Luke 13:3 
Confession — Romans 10:10 
Be baptized for remission of sins —     

 Acts 2:38;  I Peter 3:21 
Be faithful, committed, walk in light —   
  Revelation 2:10;  I John 1:7-10 

That these and 
other blessings may be yours is our prayer. 

   As a child one of my favorite things was to go 
with my brothers on their Boy Scout camping trips. 
Well, I guess I really didn't have a choice in the mat-
ter with my dad being the scout master and my 
mom doing all the cooking. The part of these trips 
that always fascinated me was the immense prepa-
ration it took before we could leave. Of course, all 
the preparation went along with the Scout motto, 
"Be Prepared." 

    The question for us today is, "Are we prepared 
for the Bridegroom?" If you think about it, we pre-
pare for almost everything we do: our jobs, school, 
exercising, making dinner, etc... But when it comes 
to our relationship with Jesus, "how much do we 
prepare?" 

    This reminds me of the parable Jesus gave in 
Matthew 25:1-13: “Then the kingdom of heaven will 
be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to 
meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, 
and five were wise. For when the foolish took their 
lamps, they took no oil with them, but the wise took 
flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was 
delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. But at 
midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! 
Come out to meet him.’ Then all those virgins rose 
and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said to 
the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps 
are going out.’ But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since 
there will not be enough for us and for you, go ra-
ther to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ And 
while they were going to buy, the bridegroom 
came, and those who were ready went in with him 
to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. After-
ward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, 
open to us.’ But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I 
do not know you.’ Watch therefore, for you know 
neither the day nor the hour" (ESV). 

    Have you prepared for the Bridegroom? If you 
have not prepared for the coming of Jesus I urge 
you to be like a good Boy Scout and "Be Prepared!" 
You can prepare when through faith (Acts 16:30-31) 
and repentance (Acts 17:30-31) you are baptized 
into Christ washing away your sins (Acts 2:38; 
22:16) and continue to follow Him faithfully (1 John 
1:7).                     by Travis Robertson 
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  “...the message which they heard did not benefit them, because it did not 
meet with faith in the hearers” (Hebrews 4:2) 

     I read a stimulating article by Joe Barnett entitle “Lousy Sermons.” Every 
preacher has experienced the varied reactions of people to sermons they 
preach. The same sermon might be met with comments like, “I really needed 
that message”, or “I was moved by that sermon to try harder to please God”, 
to “that did nothing for me”, or “I didn’t get anything out of it.” Still others 
are overtly critical of the delivery or the message itself or the messenger. 

     Ministers are usually their own hardest critics. “Did I say what I needed to 
say?” “That wasn’t very effective,” or, “I should have chosen something dif-
ferent to talk about today.” Sometimes the problem lies with the preacher. 

     But, there may be another possibility—one that has nothing to do with 
the message itself or the one delivering it. The problem can be with the 
hearer. Hebrews 4:2 tells of times the message of God failed in its purpose 
or intent because “it was not met with faith in the hearers.” A good sermon 
must involve the speaker and the hearer. The presentation and the recep-
tion are equally important. 

     The reception of the message can depend on the condition of heart and 
mind, and the “faith” of the hearer. Unless there is a willingness to believe 
and accept truth the words spoken are ineffective. 

     The message of the cross will be lost when it is not met with faith. The 
result will be that it “did not benefit them” (Hebrews 4:2). 



 

 

NEWS & NOTES... 

PRAY FOR MISSIONS WE SUPPORTPRAY FOR MISSIONS WE SUPPORTPRAY FOR MISSIONS WE SUPPORTPRAY FOR MISSIONS WE SUPPORT    
Nepal and Bangladesh - Michael Brooks  
The Barnabas Journey - Ed Bass 
House To House/Heart To Heart mailing 

Jean Turner      

on WLOC-FM on Sunday mornings to hear our 
radio broadcast: on 101.7 FM or 1150 AM or 
from their webpage:  wloconline.com 
8:30-8:45 a.m.  Words of TruthWords of TruthWords of TruthWords of Truth    - Billy Bybee   
8:45-9:00 a.m.  Truth In Love  Truth In Love  Truth In Love  Truth In Love  - Wayne Hatcher 

In Search of the Lord’s Way is on WNKY chan-
nel 7 or 307 (HD) on Sundays at 7 a.m. on 
SCRTC cable.  Speaker:  Phil Sanders 
Also, we recommend GBN (Gospel Broadcast-
ing Network) seen 24/7 on channel 113 on 
SCRTC cable.   

Wayne will be preaching this morning at our 11 
worship. 


